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News

The Alexandria Library has
launched its annual one book pro-
gram All Alexandria Reads, an ini-
tiative designed to create shared
experiences through reading.

This year, Alexandria is reading
an all-American story about a dog:
“Sergeant Stubby: How a Stray
Dog and His Best Friend Helped
Win World War I and Stole the
Heart of a Nation” by award-win-
ning author Ann Bausum.

Similar themed books for
younger readers will be featured
too.

The All Alexandria Reads pro-
gram began March 27. A feature
event is planned for April 5 with
author Ann Bausum and the program concludes with
an introduction to dog training on May 21.

The series of events also includes book discussions,
story times, craft and music programs, a knit-a-thon,
a pop-up pup party, a yappy hour and a range of
lectures on both canines and local military history.

All Alexandria Reads Returns

With the exception of the April 5 author talk, events
will take place at various library locations through-
out Alexandria.

For program details, visit https://bit.ly/AAR2018.

— Rikki George

C
o

u
r
t
e
s
y
 
o

f
 
A

l
e
x
a
n

d
r
i
a
 
L
i
b
r
a
r
y

Letters to the Editor

From Page 11

Easter Sweets
Was that the Easter bunny at Old
Town Farmers’ Market in City Hall’s
Market Square on Saturday morning
March 31? No, it was Maribeth
Nyerges, of Maribeth’s Bakery, selling
cookies and baked goods.

See Letters,  Page 29
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Decision Reveals
City’s Biases
To the Editor:

Vice Mayor Wilson’s current newsletter has him
again clouding the issue of his role in approving the
Karig development by explaining that he voted in
favor of the project because it is “by rights develop-
ment” and because Virginia is a Dillon rule state.
Such arguments don’t fool readers because they are
largely irrelevant in this case — a red herring. In its
zeal to favor the developer’s interests, the city ig-
nored its own environmental ordinances, initiatives,
and policies; an unprecedented level of quality tes-
timony from opponents of the development; and
overrode neighbors’ legitimate concerns about likely
damage to their properties.

If (as Wilson says) the City Council did not have
the power to turn down the proposed Karig plan,
there would have been no need for a public hear-
ing. Moreover, Wilson himself in a Nov. 6, 2017 email
stated, “obviously there were a bunch of process fail-
ures within the city side and the applicants side.”

Wilson and all council members but Mayor
Silberberg voted not to remand the flawed Karig plan
back to Planning and Zoning for appropriate over-
haul. Mayor Silberberg, in stark contrast, followed
the right course of action and dissented from the
rest of the council’s decision. Not only has Mayor
Silberberg been consistently engaged on the impor-
tant issues in Alexandria, as witnessed by her qual-
ity voting record, but in the Karig hearing she rec-
ognized two major errors the city had made: Plan-
ning and Zoning should have chosen the 57-foot
setback from Seminary Road instead of the 104-foot
setback and Transportation and Environmental Ser-
vices was wrong to insist that no intermittent stream
exists on the property (despite TES staff, city envi-
ronmental staff, professional geoscientists, a 2004
Open Space Committee report, and others’ reports
to the contrary).

All but Silberberg made no effort to ensure statu-
tory protections for the existing forest, ravine, and
water resources because they don’t value them. It’s

that simple.
Fortunately we have a choice this spring to vote

for Mayor Silberberg, and for two other promising
candidates as well, Robert Ray and Matthew Feely.
Perhaps with more balanced views on the council we
will begin to see improvement in the way things are
done in Alexandria.

Nina Schwartz, C. Dara,
Katy Cannady, Jimm Roberts,
 Cynthia Evans, Kathy Burns,

Bonnie Petry, Joan and Denis O’Toole,
and Robert and Suzanne McLaughlin


